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For My Next Trick

With consistency, caring and patience, you can teach your cat new tricks.
Arden Moore

6. ShakeCats naturally use their front paws to feel or bat objects, and you easily can turn this behavior into a trick. First,
touch your kittens front paw with a treat and say shake. When your kitten lifts a paw, gently take it in your hand and shake it
while giving praise and a treat.

7. Jump UpThis trick comes in handy if you have a shy kitten that hides out of reach under your bed. Shut the door to your
bedroom, along with closet doors and dresser drawers. Make eye contact with your kitten and tap the top of your bed with
an open palm, firmly but gently saying jump up. You may need to coax your kitten out with a broom handle, but do not poke
or prod; use a gentle, sweeping motion beside your kitten. When your kitten jumps on the bed, give a treat and praise
enthusiastically. Leave your kitten on the bed and leave the room, leaving the door open.

8. Roll OverThis trick will impress and amuse your dog-owning friends. Kneel in front of your seated kitten. Slowly pass a
treat over your kittens left shoulder. So your kitten must turn to look at it. Say roll over as you move the treat up an over.
Your kitten will probably try to paw the treat, turning belly-up and rolling over. Reward with praise and the treat.

9. FetchCats love to chase, stalk and capture prey. Shape those instinctive drives into teaching your cat how to fetch. Select
a large, open space or long hallway free of obstacles or distractions. Wad up a piece of paper as your cat watches and
hears that tempting crinkling sound. Show your cat the paper wad and toss it as you say, Fetch. Put a lot of positive praise
in your voice as your cat scurries after the paper wad, bats it around and pounces on it. Use your hand to motion your cat to
come back to you as you say, Come here.

You may need to demonstrate at first by retrieving the paper wad a few times until your cat understands how to play this
game. Then offer a treat each time your cat returns the paper wad.

10. Walk on a LeashConfident, curious cats that beg to explore outdoors can do so safely when tethered to you with a leash.
To teach your cat to walk on a leash, first recognize that cats won't walk long distances or heel obediently by your side like
dogs do. Cats like to take a few steps, stop and sniff or perk their ears into the wind or cackle at out-of-reach birds.
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