
Your Cat Questions Answered
Peter takes on cat owners’ most pressing and provocative questions about their pets.

By Peter Gerstenzang

Ever since I started writing about cats, people email me with important questions they want answered. Some of the
questions are, “When can you pay me back that money I lent you?” Luckily, a lot more are actually about cats, such as,
“Why do they groom themselves? How come cats are so neat and clean?” One email even seemed to be from a cat … who
also wanted to know when I could repay her. In any case, here are some of the more unusual cat questions I received
followed by my even more unusual answers …

Q: Is it true that scientists can predetermine a cat’s sex now?   
A: Yes! A nature institute and a biotechnology company have developed a process that allows the sex of cats to be chosen
before they’re born, which helps to save certain endangered species. Now, if you actually are asking if it’s possible to
predetermine how much sex a cat can have now, that’s a different question entirely. As with humans, it all depends on how
cute the cat is. However, if a certain cat has a line such as, “Hey there Gorgeous, did you know I might become extinct
soon?" (No.) “Well, you want to help save an endangered species?” That might help them score, too.

Q: My cat seems to enjoy watching TV. Am I imagining this?
A: Not at all. According to recent studies, cats love TV. They even have been known to claw the screen when other animals
appear. Generally, though, cats don’t like racy stuff. 

Q: Is it crazy to dance with your cat?
A: No. Many owners report a pleasant, dizzy sensation, after dancing with their cat. Go for it. But don’t get too into this
activity. If you start performing, “You’re The One That I Want,” and put an Olivia Newton-John wig on your cat, your next
question better be, “How can I stop dancing with my cat?"

Q: Do cats dream?
A: Yes. I read an article online that said cats dream about food, sex, games they’ve seen on TV and sleep. Very much, the
writer noted, like most American husbands. The article was on a feminist website, so take this with a grain of salt.

Q: My cat jumps on the piano keys often. Is she trying to play?
A: There are different schools of thought about this. While certain experts feel cats can learn musical instruments (there’s a
theory that The Sex Pistols’ album was actually played by cats), some people think a cat walking across the keys is simply
going somewhere else. There’s obviously a wide spectrum of difference between these two schools. You can decide.

Have more wacky cat questions for our humor columnist? Email them to him at PZang7@optonline.net.


