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Fatal Fat

Experts weigh-in about the dangers of hepatic lipidosis.

By Joyce Laird

When humans brought cats inside as companions, we took on the responsibility of helping them adjust to healthy indoor
lifestyles, including weight control. Feline obesity fosters many dangerous health conditions, but none is more deadly than
hepatic lipidosis, or “fatty liver disease.”

“Hepatic lipidosis can strike whenever a cat stops eating,” says Edward Moser, veterinarian and a pet nutritional consultant

in Chelmsford, Mass. “Sadly, when a chubby cat stops eating, we don’t worry because we think [it] can afford to lose a few

pounds. That's not the case.”

In the time a cat stops eating, it can become ill rapidly, veterinarians say. “People need to be aware that in overweight cats

this disease becomes fatal fairly fast,” says Dan Christian, a veterinarian and executive director of the Purina Pet Institute in
St. Louis. “Even 24 hours without food can send a fat cat’s liver into this fatal syndrome.”

**Eor the full article, pick up the January issue of CAT FANCY**
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